
Short, Annotated Bibliography of NehemiahHere is the list of commentaries I used for my expositional sermon series through Nehemiah and my comments on each of the books.  This list is not exhaustive of the commentaries written on Nehemiah.
If you could have only one commentary on Nehemiah, make it...

Packer, J. I.  A Passion for Faithfulness.  Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1995.
Packer is very thorough in his treatment of Nehemiah 1-6; the last three chapters (the last third of the book)  
cover Nehemiah 7-13 with chapter six covering Nehemiah 7-12.  That weakness aside, Packer devotes an  
entire chapter at the beginning of the book to the psychology of Nehemiah the man.  Unlike many non-
technical commentaries on Nehemiah, Packer does not focus on the theme of leadership, although the theme  
does arise.  The author emphasizes the theological theme under-girding Nehemiah's leadership, namely  
Nehemiah's faithful passion to see God's glory restored in Israel, as reflected in the book's title.  The theme  
ties the entire book together well, as much of the last half of the book of Nehemiah hardly mentions the  
leader.  I appreciated Packer's interpretations and applications.  He was able to reframe the book into easily  
digested information while not doing so in an overly simplistic way.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Barber, Cyril J.  Nehemiah and the Dynamics of Effective Leadership.  Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux 

Brothers, 1976.
Barber's book dealt specifically with each chapter, focusing (as the title indicates) on the theme of  
leadership.  Many applications are made through the book, and he makes applications for the reader who is  
not or will not be leaders.  At times the author stretches to make an application from the text.  For example  
in the chapter on Nehemiah 7, the author contends that Nehemiah put leadership he could trust in the city.  
The author then diverges from the main text, drawing a parallel between then and now, focusing on the  
shame of unregenerate leadership in churches.  This is quite a stretch since Nehemiah's motivation is an  
educated guess at best.  As a whole the author identified many helpful principles about leadership.

Boice, James Montgomery.  Nehemiah: Learning to Lead.  Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell, Co., 
1990.

As is common with Boice's commentaries, the commentary provides a good balance of explanation and  
application.  The book is easy to read, including many illustrations to help the modern day reader  
understand the mindset of the individuals in Nehemiah's book.  The book was warm in its emphasis on the  
Gospel and sound in its application of truth to modern day believers.

Fensham, F. Charles.  The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah.  Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., 1982.

Fensham handles well the interpretational challenges of Nehemiah.  He does not avoid the challenges, but he  
does not spend an excessive amount of time exploring the challenges.  As an example, Fensham provides a  
good explanation of the timing of chapter nine in relation to the chronology of the book.  Fensham also deals  
well with the original langauges.

Kidner, Derek.  Ezra and Nehemiah.  Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1979.
While this commentary does a sound job with the original language and interpretations.  He does not spend  
many words on practical application or devotional thoughts, but his writing certainly plants seeds from  
which they spring.

Maclaren, Alexander.  Expositions of Holy Scripture: Second Kings and Chronicles, Ezra, and 
Nehemiah.  Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1977.



Maclaren's approach was expositional but dealt only with small portions of the book (sometimes only one  
verse  or  one  paragraph  were  addressed,  while  avoiding  significant  passages).   Some  of  Maclaren's  
applications are dated in the sense that he made reference to specific situations and current events in his  
day, but the applications certainly carry forward to today.  Perhaps the greatest strength and simultaneous  
weakness of Maclaren's work was the social implications of the entire situation in Nehemiah's day as carried  
forward into Maclaren's day.  The social implications have changed little since then, but Nehemiah was not  
written primarily to address social injustice.

Myers, Jacob M.  Ezra and Nehemiah.  Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Co., 1965.
Myer's work is part of The Anchor Bible commentary series.  I commend the book for the helpful  
background information from history and Biblical world cultures it provides.  Interpretations reflect  
progressive, scholastic thought, and the conservative reader must sift carefully through the information.

Swindoll, Charlse R.  Hand Me another Brick.  Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1978.
As always Swindoll brings ancient truths into modern times to make relevant and practical applications.  
Swindoll does not approach the book in a strictly expositional manner.  The study is more of a topical one,  
pointing regularly to leadership principles from Nehemiah's example.  Swindoll's focus on leadership boxes  
him into a theme more than a truth.  Truth is certainly applied along the way, but it seems at times to be a  
servant to the theme.  For example Swindoll skips over significant portions of the book because they don't fit  
the theme of leadership.  When the reader reaches the sermon that would logically focus on chapter seven,  
Swindoll skips to chapters eight and then nine, followed by a chapter which combines chapters seven and  
eleven.  Despite this weakness, the book as a whole provides food for thought, good illustrations (a hallmark  
of Chuck's preaching), and relevant applications.

Wiersbe, Warren W.  Be Determined.  Colorado Springs: ChariotVictor Publishing, 1992.
As always Wiersbe provides clear and concise explanations, revealing a great depth of knowledge and  
preparation.  The outlines would be helpful for preaching, especially for a novice or inexperienced  
expositional preacher.  The applications are brief but warm.


