
Short, Annotated Bibliography of 1 ThessaloniansI did not have the opportunity to study as widely as I usually do for my series on 1 Thessalonians, so I  placed special emphasis on quality of reading.  Here is the list of commentaries I used for my expositional  series through 1 Thessalonians.
Denney, James.  The Epistles to the Thessalonians.  New York: A. C. Armstrong and Son, 1902.
Denney does a sound job of exposition.  I came across this commentary later in my study (as I began chapter  
five), but I found it to be quite helpful and practical for the short time I was able to use it.

Hiebert, D. Edmond.  The Thessalonian Epistles.  Chicago: Moody Press, 1982.
Hiebert is exceptionally thorough in his exegesis, handling interpretational matters with clarity and depth.  I  
thought he was a little verbose, but the content was well worth the amount of reading.

Lenski, R. C. H.  The Interpretation of St. Paul's Epistles to the Colossians, to the Thessalonians, to  
Timothy, to Titus and to Philemon.  Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House, 1961.
Lenski's treatment of the original languages was the most helpful to me.

MacArthur, John.  1 Thessalonians.  Chicago: Moody Press, 2002.
As always, MacArthur provides a wealth of cross-reference material that greatly aids the interpretational  
and applicational aspects that a preacher wants to develop in his message.

Maclaren, Alexander.  Expositions of Holy Scripture: Second Corinthians, Galatians and Philippians  
Chapterson 1 to End, Colossians, Thessalonians, and First Timothy.  New York: George H. Doran Co.
Maclaren's commentary is more devotional than technical.  While Maclaren does not address every verse, he  
is thorough in his interpretations of the passages he exposits.  He provides applications that are still relevent  
for today.  The preacher would do well to have a copy of this volume hand when he preaches through Paul's  
epistle to the Thessalonian church.

Morris, Leon.  1 & 2 Thessalonians.  Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1984.
Morris does excellent, concise exposition, addressing interpretational issues without becoming academic.

Plummer, Alfred.  A Commentary on St. Paul's First Epistle to the Thessalonians.  London: 
Roxburghe House, 1918.
Plummer handles the original language very well.  His interpretations are sound, but I often found myself  
wishing he had written more, as he did not usually write more than a paragraph on each verse.  This would  
be a great commentary to read in order to get the sense of the book before deeper exposition is done.

Stott, John R. W.  The Message of 1 & 2 Thessalonians.  Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1991.
Stott is very thorough but not very practical.


